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Phase 6 turnout rises to 63.4%,

exceeds polling in previous lap
With 82.7%, Bengal Clocks Highest Voting Across India

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Overall voter
turnout in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion’s sixth phase held on Sat-
urday stood revised to over
63.4% by Sunday evening,
beating the Phase 5 polling
percentage that at 62.2% re-
mains the lowest so far. How-
ever, the turnout for Phase 6is
still way lower than the poll-
ing infirst four phases.
Polling data officially
shared by the Election Com-
mission at 11.45 pm on Satur-
day had put the Phase 6 turn-
out at 61.2%. It has since been
constantly updated via the
EC’s voter turnout app as
more polling parties returned
and submitted their reports,
resulting in a 2.2 percentage
points jump over the polling
day figure. Also, the Phase 6
turnout is now 1.2 percentage
points higher than Phase 5
polling, notwithstanding the
high temperatures recorded
in many of the constituencies
that went to polls on Saturday.
Theturnoutdata for Phase
6,asavailable onthe ECappat
10 pm on Sunday, is almost fi-
nal as no repolls were sched-
uled after scrutiny held on
Sunday inthe presenceof can-

FIGURE REMAINS UNCHANGED IN UP

Phase 6 Voter Turnout %
w
West Bengal 795 82.7
Odisha 696 745
Jharkhand 638 654
Haryana 604 64.8
NCT of Delhi 577 587
Bihar 55.2 572
J&K 54.3 54.8
Uttar Pradesh 54 54
Overall 612 63.4

didates or their agents, sourc-
es told TOI. However, the cur-
rent turnout figures for all the
phases are based on EVM
votes and do not factor in post-
al ballots since the latter are
counted only on results day.
The overall turnout in
NCT of Delhi stood revised to
58.7% on Sunday evening
from 57.7% at 11.45 pm on Sat-
urday. This is, however, still
lower than the 60.6% turnout
recorded in 2019. All the seven
parliamentary  constituen-
cies in Delhi too have clocked
lower turnouts as compared
tothelast Lok Sabha election.
As per data available on
the voter turnout app on Sun-
day evening, North East Delhi

parliamentary constituency
witnessed the highest polling
inthe stateat62.8%. Like 2019,
New Delhi clocked the lowest
turnout at 55.4%, followed by
South Delhi at56.4%. The poll-
ing percentage on Sunday eve-
ning was 57.8% in North West
Delhi, 58.6% in Chandni
Chowk, 58.8% in West Delhi
and 59.5% in East Delhi.
Statewise turnouts, as up-
dated in the voter turnout app
by Sunday evening, show the
biggest rise of 4.9 percentage
points in Odisha, up from
69.6% at Saturday 11.45 pm to
74.5% on Sunday evening. Al-
so,therewasaclimb of 4.4 per-
centage points in Haryana, up
from 60.4% at Saturday 11.45

pm to 64.8% on Sunday eve-
ning. The uptick was also sig-
nificant in Odisha; the revised
turnout was 4.1 percentage
points higher that the 69.6%
polling declared by EC to-
wards the end of polling day.
West Bengal saw a 3.2 per-
centage point jump from 79.5%
1082.7%, possibly due to polling
parties having taken time to re-
turn from the remote polling
stations. The rise in turnout in
Jharkhand was around 1.6 per-
centage points, in Bihar 1.9 per-
centage points, in J&K 0.5 per-
centage points and in Delhi, 1
percentage points.
The turnout figure for UP
wasalmost the same as Saturday.
The Commission had on
Saturday said it will publish
the updated voter turnout fig-
ures for Phase 6 by May 30.
Turnouts — which are pres-
ently based on EVM votes and
do not include postal ballots
which are counted only on re-
sults day — have fluctuated
through the phases, with Phase
4 having recorded the highest
polling at 69.2%, followed by
66.7% in Phase, 66.1% in Phase
and65.7% in Phase 3. Thegraph
dipped to the lowest at 62.2% in
Phase 5 but has since climbed
back t063.2% in Phase 6.
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Women turnout % less than men in 4 phases

Rervind Chasihan
dPtimesgroug,cum
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HOW WOMEN VOTERS FARED

| FEMALE YOTERS

TOTAL MALE MALE VOTERS FEMALE

ELECTORS TURNOUT ELECTORS | TURNOUT
Phaso L (BPCs) | 144.00,543 | THS450 | 4785500 (6250%) | 6746136 | 40,1587 (58.50%)
Phase 2 (ERCs) | 167.77,108 | 9026080 | sL18207(s671%) | 7950356 | 4181317 (53420
Phase 3 (10 PCs) | LARIATEE | LOLAGMS | 50,71060 (50405 | 07,6006 | 49,1205 (56.01%)
Phased (11PCs) | 24741027 | L3L2380 | T6,40.235 (S0AB%) | 1,166,739 | 65,46,700 (S6.19%)
Phise § ( 14PC3) | 2.70.36,160 | AAROS00T | 0,27,121 (571%) | 12130086 | 74,40,276 (58510
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FIR on Azamgarh voter over VVPAT claim

Segredilative Mo

Times News Network

Lucknow: The Election
Commission has lodged an
FIR against a man in UP's
Azamgarh for falsely clai
ming that his VVPAT slip
was different from the party
he hod voted for in Saturda-
y'spolls.

The action followed a vi-
deo-graphed “test vote™ that
debunked the clalm.

FALSE CLAIM

Poll officlals  initially
told Arvind Rajbhar (25)

that he had a misunderstan-
ding. but he stuck to his
stand.

“The test vote was then
conducted in fromt of all
agents and VVPAT remai
ned thesame. The entire pro
cedure was recorded as evi
dence,” UP chief electoral
officer Navdeep Rinwa said.

Rajbhar was later han-
ded over to police, fallowed
by an FIR under IPC Sectlon

177. This pertains to furnis-
hing false information to a
public servant.

In earlier poll phases, at
leagt three voters in UP's
Eheri and Mohanlalganj al
leged in videos that their
VVEAT slips were different
from their EVMoption

Two remained unirace-
ahle, Another accepted on
video that her elaim was fal-
5.
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smuggled gold
worth z1.63 cr

Varanasi: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence sle-
uths recovered 2,38 kg gold
worth Rs 163 crore with the
arrest of two persons froma
trainat Banaras railway sta-
tion. They were produced
beforea court and sent tojail
on Saturday
The gold was smuggled
thmug!: Bangladesh and
was being taken to Delhi to
be delivered to a trader
when the DRI caught the
d_uu. According to DRI, ac-
ting on a tip-off, its sleuths
reached Banaras railway
station on May 24 night and
caught Ashish Rana of Pa-
schim Medinipur West
Bengal and Tapas M idya of
Karol Bagk Delhi from New
Delhi Superfast train,

: meﬁ

R e——

had to be

- given in Delhi

© pContinued from P 1

bands and jewellery

1 being frisked, gold
( )wm found tied aro-

! und the waist of the two
: with the help of clothes.

They failed to produce

any documents in support
© of the recovered gold. The

DRI officials took them un-

: der custody and sent the
: gold for exa
I geized go found 2.386
i kg in wei

! valueof go
: atRsl&icrore

ation. The

and the total
estimated

The two smugglers con-

. fessed that they had boar-
i ded the trainto deliver the

t cons in Delhi.
i They said H?at a jeweller,

: who owns shops in Delhi
+ and Vi
! Rana and Midya to deliver
i the gold, which was smugg-
! Jed via Bangladesh and rea-
¢ ched up to Varanasi thro-
* ugh WB, at his Delhi unit,
. against the payment of Rs1

' ENE

lakh.
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On Ansari’s turf, caste matrix dominates Hindu-Muslim template
THE GHAZIPUR EQUATION

Two months after don-
politician Mukhtar
Ansari’s death, hi:
and sitting MP Afzal fights
tocontinue his hold, while
the BIP aspires to gain
control. pinning hope on
the OBC Rajbhar factor
and the law and order
narrative under the Yogi
Adityanath government

Pawan Dixit
Diwan vt htive som

GHAZIPUR: 1115 2 town in the far-
castof Uttur Pradesh, but since
December 2021

elder brother Afzal Ansarl, who
15 also the sitting MP, s in the
contest from here as the Samaj
wadi Party-Congress alliance
candidate,

‘The BIP has fielded Parasnath
Ral. an scademician, who is
known more as a Rashiriya
Swayamsewak Sangh function-
ary rather than a sireet smart

politician, be a
o ko o ey e N
imif liettenant governos Maro
Sinha, who has been the BIP's
biggest face of palitical resist-
ance to the Ansaris in the con-

wontho Ghuzipur
and

then in 2004 He, ncm\nr i
Afzal in 2015, whenthe BSP and

mll:lmr based ally Suheldey
Bharitya Samaj Party(SESP
whns: ‘chief Om Praskash Raj-
ihar s now a cabinet minister in
the Yogi government.

The two constituencies of the
region. Ghazipur and Ghosi have
a strong presence of the Rajbhar
castesgroup, In Ghosi, Rajbhar's
som Arun is the NDA candidate
on the SBSP ticket.

In the 2022 U.P assembly

Lls, the SBSP was in alliance
with the SP. This alliance had
resulted in the BIP's humiliating
defeat in the region, The BIP had
lost all the five assembly constit-
uenciesin the Ghazipur district
This time. the BIP naturally
hopes that the Rajbhar factor
will now wark in its favour,

Th

chal Expressway getting opera-
tional, Ghazipur s just a four-
heur drive from the state capital
Lucknaw. Despite the travel time
being reduced and this old city
pat on the swift p.m‘nrgmwrh‘
the development namative i
in play here. What maters e
the mast is the caste dynamics
and the Ansar| factar.

latier got a new perspec-
tive following death of don-
wurned _politician Mukhtar
Ansarl, For decades, Ansari fam-
ily had wielded clourt (n the
region and vet asin. Mukhtar's

e SP had

The BSP, oo, s in the poll rm'
from ere. It has fielded Umesh
Singh the former BHU smdents”
union general secreiary, How
ever, the contest is being seen o
be directly between the BIP and
the ST

On its part the BIPis banking
primarily on the larger Hindu
caste enleulus and the larger law
and order narrative and action
against the big mafia that has
been developed under the Yogi
Adityanath government in the
state. In its caste arithmetic, BIP
isalso relyving heavily on its OBC

45,000 Raj-
rhars in the Jakhania assembly
segment of Ghazigur Lok Sabha
mmnnum:ynnﬂumum 7,000
in the Zahoorahad assembly seg:
rlmnllﬂlmh falls um!ErlI\r E‘AI
lia Lok Sabha segment.
Contrasting the BIFs poll
strategy, Afzal Ansari is banking
‘an the traditianal Muslim -Yaddav
factor along with additlon of
he Sam-
ajwadi Party's non Yaday OBC
autreach plan, often termed as
the PDA concept. It s defined as
the Pichda, Dalit and Alpsank-
valel Backward. dalit and minori-

POLLING DATE JUNE 1
2019
Wirner Afzal Ansari (BSP)
Runner-up  Manoj Sinha (BIP)
014 A\ Y
Winner Manoj Sinha (BIP) 8 9
Runner-up  Shivkanya Khshwaha (5P v
2009
Winner Radhey Mohan Singh (S5P)
Runner-up  Afzal Ansari (BSP)
2004
Winner Afzal Ansari (SP)
Runner-up ~ ManojSinha (BJP)
1999
Winner Manoj Sinha (BJP)
Runner-up  Om Prakash Singh (SP)

ASSEMBLY SEATS IN GHAZIPUR LS CONSTITUENCY
Jakhania (5C), Saidpur (SC), Ghazipur, Jangipur, Zamania, Mohammdabad and Zahoorabad
assembly seats in Ghazipur district fall under Ballia Lok Sabha constituency

ties) formula.

For Afzal and his party, the
MY factor has worked well in the
past and it looks further
cemented in the present general
election, The alliance with Con-

gress s further resulted in con-
solidation of the minority vode
ban)

“This LS constituency has an
estimated presence of around 15
percent Yaday -Muslim voters,

Om Prakash Singh (SP)
Mohammdabad

The Ansari camp s also rely-
ing on  sympathy quotient for

tar. 1t believes that Mulh-
1ar's portrayal s a mafia don
will mot cut much foe with the
poor volers cutting across reil-

glous and caste lines, Clearly vic-
tory or defeat here will also be
it‘(n ||s a smu.mrm on the

wnn .| {\w days left for poll-
ingon June . both sides are leav-
ing no efforts in reaching out to
the voters. Alzal Ansari’s daugh-
ter Nusrat Ansari, (o, is aggres-
sively campaigning for her
father. This election is being
soen us a debut for her. At the
start of the campaign, she was
seen seeking blessings at the
Shiva temple in Ghazipur,

With Mukhtar being nomare
amd his elder son Abbas siill
behind the bars, fts Mukh
tarsyounger son Umar who has
Joined his uncle in the campaign.

For the BIP, the star cam-
palgners led by PM Narendra
Modi and UP CM Yog! Aditya-
math have already descended on
Ghazipur. A strang narmative is
being made around action
against mafia,

‘On May 25, addressing a pall
Modi reminded people
s and Lhe rolers
h.m been dealt with an iron
hand under Yogi's rule,

Local heavyweight Manoj
Sinha has also taken out ime
from hie busy office sehedule in
Janmu and Kashmir to campln
Ghazipur for the BIP candidate.

As the campaiim zets intense,

one can clearly hear the poll
buzz on the ground. The com-
plex caste matrix and not the
religion template of Hindu-Mus-
lim seems playing out. At the
famous 1ea stall of Mano| Pal in
RavindraPuri locality, assem-
bled this reporter that
opinion is divided over Afzal
Ansari and Paras Nath Ral. How-
¥, there is no dispute over
development wark carricd outin
Ghazipur by Manaj Sinba during
his tenure as the Lok Sabha MP
and union railway minister,

“It would beve been a differ-
ent clection altogether if Manoj
Sinha had contested. Wi
knows
Rudrn Pral
that the Hindu

Muslim dis-
course is nota factor here,
Sanjoy Yadav agrees with him.

He suys: “Despite carrying out sa
much development in Ghazipur,
Manoj Sinha lost due to caste

ipur s among the few
Eross mn mun[ry from
m youths are
s rm-d for m Indian Army.
“Before the Agniveer was
introduced, an any given dayene
could see not less than 1000 aspi-
rants at the PG College ground
preparing for the physical test
for recruiment in the Army.”
said Rudra Prakash Yadav,

How turnouts have changed

Uttar Pradesh
54.6
54.04

Bihar
58.6
57.18

JEK#

#0verall
(excluding
Jammu &
Kashmir)

Source for past
voter turnout data:
TCPD-IED

Turnouts
in%
2019
m2024

Source for 2024 data:
Voter Turnout App, ECI
(provisional data)

5\

Haryana
70.2
64.80

Delhi
60.6
58.69

Odisha
1.5
74.45

West Bengal
84.5
82.M

Jharkhand
64.6
65.39

=¥
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¥ 2019 3R 33 aR &I Haqrel Ui (SeTTRv)
aeau die 2019 2024 ﬁm% 2019 2024

R 56.37 55.63 57.19 56.61
TG 53.56 5160 | Hd®PARTR 5420 52.63
PR 48.70 4890 |CFEY. 54.86 54.39

ERIGIC 5183 51.77 | 3@ 57.56 56.12
IHESHERR 61.08 61.58 %ﬁ 55.77 55.52
GRSl 52.08 52.75 Y. 56.02 54.43
gUNTRGT  52.26 51.94 | %Rl 53.53 53.07
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